Koala Bodies

Koala Babies
(10) Pregnancy in female koalas lasts 30-35 days, then the baby moves to the pouch, where it lives for another 6 months.
(11) When an infant koala – called a joey – is born, it immediately climbs up to its mother’s pouch. Joey’s are blind and
earless when born so they use a strong sense of smell to find the pouch.
(12) A joey grows in the pouch for six months, then rides on its mother’s back for a further six months, only using the
pouch to feed and sleep.

Koala Habitat
(13) Koalas live in eucalyptus forests in eastern Australia.
(14) Around 80% of koala habitat has been lost to human homes, drought, and bushfires in the last century.
(15) Koalas began to evolve almost 45 million years ago, right around the time Australia detached from Antartica and
began to move north.
(16) Koalas are closely related to kangaroos and wombats.

Koala Diet
(17) Koalas get their name from an Aboriginal word meaning, ‘no drink’. Koalas get almost all their moisture from the
leaves they eat, and rarely drink water.
(18) Eucalyptus leaves are tough and poisonous! Koalas are the only animal that can eat them because of an organ called a
cecum that breaks down the leaves.
(19) Koala’s eat between 1/2 and 1 kilogram of eucalyptus leaves in a day.
(20) Koalas use an excellent sense of smell to distinguish more poisonous species of eucalyptus from the safe ones.
(21) Koalas are picky eaters. They eat only 120 species of eucalyptus out of 800 growing in Australia.
(22) The metabolism in the body of a koala is 2 times slower than in any other mammal.

Koala Lifestyle
(23)
(24)
(25)
(26)

Koalas sleep for up to 18 hours a day!
The scream of a male koala during the mating period can be heard at a distance of 1 km.
Koalas are nocturnal, meaning they are awake at night and sleep all day.
Koalas are generally solitary—male and female koalas only meet to mate.

Koala Fact Sheet

(1) Koalas are about 60cm to 85cm long and weigh about 14kg (30 lbs).
(2) Koalas aren’t bears – they are marsupials. Marsupials are mammals with pouches where their newborns grow.
(3) Koalas have strong cartilage at the end of their curved spine that they use to sit on branches.
(4) The fingerprints of a koala and a person cannot always be distinguished, even with a super-powerful electron
microscope.
(5) Koalas have two opposable thumbs on each front paw and 1 opposable thumb on each back paw (6 total) that help
them climb trees.
(6) Koalas have one of the smallest brains: it is only 0.2% of their total body weight.
(7) In the wild, koalas live about 12-13 years, while in a preserve they live about 18-20 years.
(8) Koalas have a very good sense of smell and very poor eyesight, so they use their ears to avoid predators and move
from tree to tree.
(9) Koala fur is coarse, like wool, and helps keep them dry.

